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Dear Friends,

This month we recognize Developmental Disabilities Awareness

Month. We celebrate and lift up individuals living with disabilities, and
allies, who work tirelessly to remove barriers and think outside the box
about what it means to be truly accessible.

Individuals living with disabilities are disproportionately impacted by
sexual violence. And while the statistics are staggering, we see firsthand
the incredible resilience of all survivors, and especially those who face
additional barriers to achieving justice.

In partnership with Pathways for Change and Mass Advocates
Standing Strong, VRLC has had the opportunity to explore what true
accessibility means, and how to achieve that for our clients. As part of
this process, we’ve created plain language resources, increased language
access through translation of these resources, and developed
infographics and visual supports to explain the complex legal

process. See examples below.

I am proud to be part of a team dedicated to making legal services for
survivors of sexual assault and rape accessible to everyone.

Warmly,
Nora Grais-Clements
Senior Attorney
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https://pathwaysforchange.help/
https://www.wearemass.org/

IN THE NEWS
VRLC MEETS CNN

VRLC Executive Director Stacy Malone (left) and Board Member Marybeth
Burke (right) enjoyed meeting with CNN Anchor and Chief Political
Correspondent, Dana Bash, this week in Washington, DC. It was a great
opportunity to promote VRLC's work and discuss sexual violence and the
role of media. Thank you, Dana, for taking the time to meet with us!

DIRECT SERVICES

Breakfast with the Women's Bar Association




VRLC Deputy Director Stephanie Holt, pictured (second from right) with
other members of the Protected at Work Coalition, attended the
Massachusetts Women’s Bar Association's annual legislative breakfast
held earlier this month at the Massachusetts State House.

NATIONAL TRAINING & CONSULTATION

Supporting Student Survivors
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TITLE IX APPLIES 3"

New Legal Advocate Guide

Introducing the VRLC Legal Advocate

Youth in Education Settings, a new
VRLC initiative, provides training
and technical assistance to
attorneys and advocates to help
ensure that student survivors of
sexual violence can access all
supports available to them. Youth
in Education Settings focuses on
supporting survivors ages 11-22 on
legal issues that arise in K-12
education settings.

For more information, contact us at
TA@victimrights.org.



mailto:TA@victimrights.org

Guide! Available in both English and
Spanish, the guide serves as an
introduction to sexual assault legal
advocacy. It covers a wide range of
practical and substantive topics,
including preparing a survivor for court
and understanding the procedural
differences in the criminal and civil legal
systems. The Guide includes a series of LEGAL ADVOCATE GUIDE
adaptable templates that can be used
with clients to explain complicated
subjects. Created with extensive input
from advocates across the country, and incorporating Tips from the
Bench, the Legal Advocate Guide is an invaluable resource for the field.

LAW CENTER

EVENTS

Sexual Assault Awareness Month 2024

Next Month is Sexual Assault
T_Building — \ Awat'“eness Mo_nt"h (_SAAM). This
d ¢ year's theme is "Building

Connecte oL
® - - | communities Connected Communities." In an
P effort to build strong, connected
Awaraness Honth communities, VRLC will be
I_@.o 2024 = " . .
' offering a variety of events to
L raise sexual violence awareness,

educate and connect with
community. Stay tuned for dates
and details in our special SAAM
April Insider Update!

MISC/FUN NEWS
Staff Outing

Our Massachusetts team recently
enjoyed a staff outing at Flight Club
in Boston.

This hard-working crew gathered on
Leap Day for darts, lunch, homemade
cookies - and lots of fun and bonding!

Since 2003, the Victim Rights Law Center has worked to provide survivors with free legal
services to help restore their lives and promote a national movement seeking justice for

rape and sexual assault survivors. Learn more about our efforts here.
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